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THE BIBLE SAYS WHUT?: Introduction to Biblical Interpretation 
 
 
Exegesis – from the Greek exegeomai meaning to explain by ‘leading out of’ or ‘reading out of’ 
a text; allowing the text to speak to the reader (or hearer if orally communicated). 
 
Eisigesis – from the Greek eis meaning to read into a text; interpreting text according to one’s 
own presuppositions, biases, or agenda. Imposing one’s established understandings to a text -- 
contrasts with exegesis. 
 
 
Questions to ask when attempting to accurately interpret a given passage… 

1. Genre: What type of biblical literature does this passage belong to? 
2. Context: What is the broader life-context that it originated from? 

a. Political and social issues 
b. Geographical context – location of audience and author 
c. Authorship – who wrote it and what was the style of writing 
d. Audience – who were the original readers/hearers – Jews or Gentiles? New 

believers, unbelievers, scholars of the law? 
e. Timeline – for a specific date and time, past, or future? 

3. Literary Context: What is the broader discussion surrounding the passage? 
“No verse of Scripture can be divorced from the verses around it. Interpreting a verse 
apart from its context is like trying to analyze a Rembrandt by looking at only a single 
square inch of the painting, or trying to analyze Handel’s Messiah by listening to a few 
short notes.”  - Ron Rhodes, biblical scholar in exegesis 

4. Theology: What does the text teach and reveal about God? 
a. The mind and character of God 
b. God’s overall plan 
c. Father, Son and Holy Spirit – attributes, actions, purposes 

 
 
BIBLICAL LITERATURE 
(To confuse a work of science fiction with a medical textbook would cause problems…) 
 

1. Law, History, Narrative 
Law: Leviticus, Deuteronomy 

- expresses God’s sovereign will in government, priestly duties, social 
responsibilities, etc. 

History: Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 
Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Acts 

- all books contain some history, these are primarily history 
- knowing secular, cultural history makes interpreting these more deep 

Narrative: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Ruth, Esther, Jonah 
- teaching points are embedded in story, not openly stated 
- telling stories of the past to give meaning and direction for people in 

the present  
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2. Wisdom Literature, Poetry 

Wisdom: Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes 
- general principles on how to live, often situational (Proverbs 26:4-5) 
- metaphorical and poetic 

Poetry: Song of Solomon, Lamentations, Psalms 
- prose, metaphor, shares a lot in common with modern music (though 

that flow is usually lost in translation) 
 

3. Epistles: Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 
& 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 
3 John, Jude 

- a letter to clarify prior teaching, rebuke, explain, correct false teaching, 
dig deeper into the teaching of Jesus 
 

4. Prophecy, Apocalyptic Literature 
Prophecy: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, 
Revelation 

- predictions of future events, warnings of judgment, overview of God’s 
plan for Israel 

- Apocalyptic literature – specific form of prophecy involving symbols 
and imagery of disaster/destruction 

o Daniel 7, Ezekiel 3, Zechariah 4, Revelation 
- Most often subjected to faulty eisegesis – personal interpretation 

based on emotion or preconceived bias 
 
 
 

Use the principles of biblical interpretation and the resources you’ve been given to find the 
meaning and application in the following scriptures: 
 GROUP 1: John 4:1-26 
 GROUP 2: Jeremiah 29:11 
 GROUP 3: Revelation 2:12-17 
 GROUP 4: Genesis 13:8-18 
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