
If you are like most teachers, you want to feel like
you are making a significant difference in the
lives of the young children you teach and care for.
As busy people who have chosen whether or not
to be involved in ministry to children, you want
to know that your time will be well spent. Some-
times, however, either from a lack of awareness
or from misguided priorities, a church misses the
opportunity to effectively nurture young chil-
dren. Instead of creating purposeful programs
that help young children begin to build a lifelong
foundation of faith, a minimum of Christian edu-
cation is given. Teachers want to feel they are do-
ing more than baby-sitting or filling time.

The development of a quality Christian educa-
tion ministry for preschoolers starts with careful
consideration of this key question: What are the
ways in which young children learn and grow in
their understanding of who God is and how His
Word gives direction for everyday life?

The Big Picture 
of Learning
Examine your ideas about learning. It’s generally
assumed that learning follows four steps:

1. Gain new information.

2. Come to understand the meaning of the new
information.

3. Develop attitudes and beliefs about that
meaning.

4. Put the information into practice.

With young children, however, a great deal of
learning occurs almost in reverse: 

1. Experience something that is true.

2. Accept that experience as true.

3. Repeat the experience often enough so that
the truth begins to be understood.
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4. Hear words that describe that truth, giving the
truth a new richness and resulting in addition-
al understanding. 

As this cycle repeats itself over and over, a
child’s learning and understanding grow in 
significant ways. 

This cycle of learning applies to education in all ar-
eas of life, including Christian education. There-
fore, an effective preschool ministry gives teachers
the tools to help children learn through everyday
experiences coupled with the words of Bible truth.
Such a ministry will truly make a difference in the
spiritual nurture of children.

The Hallmark of 
Christian Education
The hallmark of Christian education for pre-
schoolers is active play experiences that engage
each child with loving Christian adults. Play is
not only the way the young child learns about
objects, people and relationships; but it is the

best way for a young child to learn about God
and His love. The Christian faith we share with
children must be more than mere words or in-
formation. It is not enough for the young child
to hear God’s Word or even to memorize it. The
child must live it. A child is not yet able to listen
to explanations about the concepts and beliefs
of Christian faith: the child must play with ma-
terials. In order to learn effectively, the child
uses all of his or her senses—seeing, touching,
tasting, smelling and hearing. 

Therefore, we can best help children learn Bible
truths by providing active play experiences that
a teacher connects to Bible stories and verses
through comments and questions. As teachers use
words to describe ways children are putting God’s
Word into action, the child’s play takes on the qual-
ities of Bible learning. The combination of words
and actions, frequently repeated, expands and clar-
ifies the child’s thinking. This kind of active learn-
ing cannot be rushed. It takes time! Preschool
programs that allow for significant active learning
time provide the most benefit to young children. 
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